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There’s a new arrival—a mysterious and exotic young princess—at Court and Lady Grace can’t
believe how many rumours there are about her already. The exiled Banoo Yasmine from
Sharakand is a beautiful girl with a pet panther and, everyone believes, magical powers.
Yasmine also possesses the renowned Heart of Kings Ruby, a huge stone that she wears
around her neck to balls and feasts, that legend says has the power to make kings. When the
famed jewel goes missing, the finger is pointed at Grace’s dear friend Ellie the laundry maid.
Grace must prove her friend’s innocence, find the true thief, and restore the stone to its rightful
owner.All miscreants and ill-thinkers, keep out!

From BooklistGr. 4-7. Running down the alphabet, Exile is the fifth title in the series that began
with Assassin (2004), written by Patricia Finney, though the purported author of all the volumes
is Lady Grace Cavendish, protege of Queen Elizabeth I. In this tale, a jewel is stolen from an
exiled noble from Sharakand. When a laundry maid is falsely accused of the crime, Grace tries
to discover the thief's identity. Less convincing than the portrayals of the English characters are
the colorful but cardboard figures of the visitors from Sharakand. Still, this is an enjoyable
mystery, which moves swiftly to a satisfying conclusion. Carolyn PhelanCopyright © American
Library Association. All rights reservedExcerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved.The Fifteenth Day of January,in the Year of Our Lord 1570The Queen's Presence
Chamber--late morningI am sitting with the other Maids of Honour, awaiting the Queen. We are
huddled as close to the roaring fire as we can get without scorching our skirts. I must be
especially careful for Mrs. Champernowne, the Mistress of the Maids, has warned that there is
not an endless supply of kirtles for me. (The last one only had a little tear from my recent
entanglement with a holly bush and I did not mean to put my foot through the hole!)We are not
usually at the Palace of Placentia at this season. We moved here in a rush, for there was talk of
plague near Whitehall last month, where we were to have spent the winter. I think it was just a
rumour, for plague generally strikes in summer, but Her Majesty has a horror of it. So there was
nothing for it but we must pack everything up and come to Greenwich.Mrs. Champernowne has
left instructions that we are to do our embroidery and listen dutifully while Mary Shelton reads to
us from "A Godly Meditation of the Christian Soul," by Marguerite of Angouleme. It is the
Queen's own translation, done when she was only fifteen, and I am sure it is excellent--but
Marguerite of Angouleme is a little too Godly for my taste.I am pleased to write in my new
daybooke. It is a beautiful book with a pink vellum cover, and a gift from Her Majesty herself for
the New Year. I must be certain I do not make ink blots over it. But that will be hard, for I have
exciting news!Today a most unusual guest arrives at the palace--Banoo Yasmine of Sharakand!
"Banoo" means "Lady," for Banoo Yasmine is from a noble family and said to be very beautiful.



Sharakand is thousands of miles away near the Holy Lands. No one at Court has ever visited it,
but the stories are many and the Maids are chattering of exotic clothes, strange animals, and
fruit to be picked from the trees all year round. Banoo Yasmine is an exile from this wondrous
place and Her Majesty has offered her sanctuary. I must be sure that no one peeks over my
shoulder as I write, for only I of all the Maids know the reason for the Banoo's exile. It is most
entertaining to listen to their fanciful ideas on the subject."I have heard she is a great sorceress!"
said Penelope. "Mayhap she has upset someone by turning them into an earwig.""I am certain
that she must have fled on account of a prince of Araby," Lady Sarah Bartelmy told us all with a
flick of her copper curls. "He wanted to steal her away because he was smitten with love for
her."Lady Sarah thinks of nothing but love and marriage."That could be true," agreed Mary
Shelton, "for her beauty is legendary. She will surely win all the men's hearts here at Court."That,
however, did not please my fine Lady Sarah, for she considers herself to be the most beautiful of
the Maids and does not like any sniff of competition. "No one has yet seen her!" she snapped. "I
warrant that in truth she is really ugly and has cast an enchantment on those who look at her!
That would be how she caught the eye of the prince of Araby.""Perhaps you should try that,
Sarah," said Lady Jane Coningsby, very sweetly.Lady Jane and Lady Sarah see themselves as
rivals for the affections of all the young unmarried gentlemen at Court and cannot be friends. But
before Lady Sarah could make a barbed reply there were shrieks from Carmina and
Penelope."We must not be unkind about the Banoo!" exclaimed Carmina. "Or she may cast a
spell on us!""She could turn us into frogs!" giggled Penelope."Or crows!" squealed Carmina. "Or
even pigs!"They rocked with laughter till I thought they would fall off their cushions."In truth," I
said solemnly, "the Banoo will not need to turn you into any beast.""Why not?" asked
Mary."Because she will bring her own fabulous creatures with her," I told them, trying not to
laugh."What are they?" gasped Carmina and Penelope in one breath."Huge birds that can carry
a man on their wings, fearsome snakes, and giant lizards with two heads," I said. "And they are
all her enemies under enchantment. Now I must begin my new daybooke before Her Majesty
arrives. It will please her to see me writing in it."I wish that the Banoo's story was as exotic as the
Maids imagine. Alas, it is rather sad. The Queen told me the real reason for Banoo Yasmine's
visit some weeks ago when her messenger came with letters asking for sanctuary."Keep your
counsel until the Banoo's arrival, Grace," she bade me. "For the other Maids are too apt to
gossip. They would work themselves into a great ferment over the matter and I have not the
patience to bear it."The Queen often confides in me, for she knows I am her loyal subject and
would not break her confidence. I have been at Court since my birth, and the Queen is my
godmother. Both my parents are dead. My father died just after I was born and two years ago my
dear mother drank poisoned wine intended for the Queen, thus saving Her Majesty's life but
losing her own. I am the youngest Maid of Honour in Her Majesty's service, and secretly--it still
gives me a thrill to write it--I am her Lady Pursuivant. That means it is my duty to seek out
wrongdoers and those who wish her ill.But I am wandering from my story. The Queen told me
that the Banoo comes from a noble family which has served the kings of Sharakand for



centuries. The head of the family has always been the king's Chief Minister, rather as Secretary
Cecil is to our Queen.And so it has been for hundreds of years. But now all is changed. There
has been a revolt. The old king was murdered by a usurper who took the throne by force. The
new king, Ashraf, declared the Banoo's family to be traitors and had them killed! Only Banoo
Yasmine escaped. She fled Sharakand with a few of her loyal servants and her horses. She
hopes to find a safe home in England, and so she comes to ask our Queen for sanctuary and for
a loan, since the new king has stolen so much of her land and wealth that she is left quite poor!
She will have to provide the Queen with surety for the loan, of course--something of a similar
value that the Queen will hold in her safekeeping until the loan is repaid. But the Banoo still has
many jewels--and mayhap some fabulous beasts or items of sorcery that are not to be found in
all of England!
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Ebook Library Reader, “Fun Historical. I've been loving this series. My only regret is that I am
nearing the end of its published volumes. It appears that the original author has handed it off to
new contributors. While the collaboration improved the last volume, the lack of Patricia Finney
shows in this one. Still a good book, but not quite the same voice.”

Crystal Sparks, “tween girl loves them!. my daughter who is 11 - omg she gets so into the Lady
Grace books I have to hide her kindle!”

vr, “Engaging. A very good read that kept the reader guessing until the end. A wonderful edition
to the Lady Grace Mysteries.”

Diane Y Robinson, “Five Stars. Thank you.”

Jennie, “Not the strongest, but still great!. Lady Grace is maid-of-honor to her majesty Queen
Elizabeth (the first) and also her personal detective. The books are in diary form and chock-full
of historical details and interesting facts, but without this information getting in way of the story.
Not only that, but they are fun, rollicking adventures of Grace acting quite improperly and loving
it. The Queen (not always the most proper woman) turns a blind eye as long as she saves the
day and not many people find out.One of my favorite parts of the series is the characterization of
Queen Elizabeth. She is every bit regal, but also possesses a fantastic and wicked sense of
humour.Exile is the fifth book of the series. Banoo Yasmine of Sharakand is an exiled Princess.
There are several rumours floating around the court about why she and her retinue are in
London, but the Queen as told Grace the truth-- her family was the victim of a bloody coup in
Sharakand. The giant Heart of Kings ruby that she wears around her neck is rumoured to have
magical powers, but Grace knows it's really a gift to the Queen to guarantee that the Banoo and
her people can stay and be safe in England.Of course, the ruby gets stolen and Grace is afraid
the Queen won't continue to give the Banoo sanctuary without the ruby as security. The ruby is
found, but it's discovered in Ellie's laundry basket. Grace knows her friend didn't steal the ruby,
but Ellie's about to be in serious trouble if Grace can't find out who did steal it!This book focuses
a lot on the different customs of the people from Sharakand and how the English court reacts to
these strangers. Unfortunately, Grace doesn't get to know any of these people really well-- there
are language difficulties and she's trying to clear her best friend after all-- so they aren't very
fleshed out and we don't get to know them very well. We just see Grace's perceptions as she
observes them at dinner or passes them in the corridors. This isn't the strongest book in the
series, but fans of Grace will not be disappointed.”

Rebecca Herman, “Another excellent Lady Grace mystery.. This is the fifth book in the Lady
Grace Mysteries series, about Lady Grace Cavendish, a thirteen-year-old Maid of Honour at the



court of Queen Elizabeth I.It's January 1570, and a new visitor is arriving at court. Banoo
Yasmine is a young noblewoman from the Middle Eastern country of Sharakand. When the king
of Sharkand was overthrown, Banoo Yasmine's family was murdered because they had
supported him, and only she escape. In England, she hopes to regain her fortune so she can
return to Sharakand and restore the rightful ruler, and has decided to ask the Queen for help.
However, soon after Banoo Yasmine arrives, the Heart of Kings, the famed ruby of Sharakand,
disappears. Grace's friend Ellie, a young laundrymaid at the palace, is blamed for the theft when
the ruby is found in her laundry basket. Grace knows Ellie would never steal and is determined
to find the real thief before her friend is punished for something she did not do.I loved the first
four Lady Grace mysteries and am pleased to say I loved this one as well. As always, Grace is a
great character who brings to life the world of Elizabethan England, and the historical details are
excellent. I can't wait to read the upcoming books in this series. I would recommend this series to
readers who love historical mysteries or who have a special interest in the Elizabethan era.”

Elizabeth Ortiz, “Where's Feud?. Yasmine, who is in exile (hence the title of the book). All of the
court are intrigued by the new arrival, as well as her pet panther. Grace, most of all, is attracted
to the panther and manages to forge a friendship with the new arrival over her pet. When
Yasmine's reknowned ruby disappears, Grace immediately begins investigating to clear her
friend Ellie's name.  More fun and intrigue in the Court of Queen Elizabeth!”

Lily Boldin, “Spooky and Exciting Suspense!. Lady Grace Cavendish is a maid of honour to
Queen Elizabeth I. She is also Lady Pursuivant. Her friends are Ellie and Masou. Banoo Yasmine
arrives from Shakarand with the Heart of Kings, which gets stolen. Then, Ellie is accused of the
crime when they find the jewel in the laundry basket. But Grace knows that somebody else must
have put it in there. So she is on the hunt for the real theif..... but i won't tell you whether she find
the theif or not. Buy the book and see for yourself.”

The book by Stuart Gibbs has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 19 people have provided feedback.
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